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CONSIDERATION OF THE FIRST RIPORT OF THE CREDENTTIALS COMMITTEE
(MP/CONF/13, MP/CONF/15)

Mr., ZOBEL DE AYALA (Philippincs) submitted the Report of the Credentials
Committee, Ile stated that the Committee had cxamined the cradentials of thwe
menbers of the delegations to the Conference and had found thom to be in due
! proper form. It had also cxamined the docunents subnmitted by Observers
and agreed that they were in due and proper form., Two members of the Comnittee
had abstained in respeet of the credcntials of the Chilcon representatives, and

two in respeet of the representatives of Tortugmal and South Africa.

Mr, LOPEZ GARCIA (Cuba) stated that this delcpation's refusal to recognise
and its Jetermined objection to the illegal fascist junta in Chile participating
in the Confercnce, wag well=founded and based on the following: as laid lown
in the IIICC Convention, only States in the strictest sonse of the tern could
be Mombers of IMCO and have the right to participate in mecetings to which
they were invited,

If the concept of State was linkel with a people and its Governrment, the
overthrow of the legitinate Governnent of the Chilcan people « univeorsally
recognized as an outstanding examnle of hope to the peoples of America - by

the illegal fascist junta, could not be ignored,

The present Confercnce maygnificontly exemplified human co-operation,
aimed at an agrecment to protect the marine enviromment for ‘he benefit of
mankind, Coull the presence of represcntatives of those (uilty of acts
costing nore lives than could tic worst marine pollution, be accepted tamely?
Furthernore, was there any ruarantce that such spurious ropresentatives
would obscrve any agrecment the Confercnce reached, riven thelr disresnrd for

their own people's lives?

Foced with the growing threat to mankind from the narine environment,
delegates had debated at length on the best terms for attaining the comnon
objective. They must not assune mercly the narrow role of cuperts impervious
and passive bLefore the fascist contamination of land, sen and air, The
Chilcan pcople were in the forefront of those fighting for their dignity and

survival,
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The Cuban decle ation urged world opinion roproscnted at the Conference
to support the intermational petition for the life of Luis Corvalan and othar
revolutionary leaders of the simple folk of Chile., That appeal, being
vorld=wide, could not be construed as interference in donestic affeirs, Thore

was universal condermation of the coup A!'état and the masscercs,

The Cuban Celegation was confilent of support fron delegates as buing
true roprescntatives of thedr peoples, and urgel thom not to reeognine the
persons sent by the 11logsal fascist junta as the true roprigentatives of the

Chilean people.

Mr, BUZETA (Chile) recalled that the r epresentatives of his Governnent
hat first replicd by o note (MP/COFF/12) to the note from Cuba (MP/CONF/11)
which accusc! tho represimtatives of the Chilean Governnent of not being
the true representetives of the Chilcan people and had then tolion note
of a sccon” Cuban ne=e (IT/CONF/11), after which they ha’, out of respect
for the Conferceneo, for TCO an? for the host country, dcliberately refraincd
from persisting in o controversy begun by o country pursuing purily noliticnl

ains in a strictly tcchnical Conference,

Iie much regrotted that o fresh intervention by the Cuban veprescntntive

shouls cenwel hin to ronly to the arrunments put forwarl,.

The principle of non=interforonce in the affairs of another country
wog one of the funfancntal principles of the Uniteld Nations Charter. No person
ha? the right to eriticize the Chilean Govermrient, nor could any person

rom

basing hinsclf on legal arguaents pocs a premature judgencnt on the legnlity
or reprecontative character of the Chiloin Govermaent, Nonctlicless, ho wished
to correet a nuwber of agscrtions vhich intentionally Jistorted the tiuth

for political onless Adnittelly, the Chilcan Governmcnt had taken power by
force and ho! renmove!d an clected President from oflics, but that left certain
focts unsaids It loeft unsnid for oxample, the fact that the President in
question and hie Govermment hiad chosen to act illesally en? systeomntically to
violate the Congtitution. It left unsailc the fact that he had been proposing
very shortly to toke over absolute power by forece in orler to inetall in Chile

a Marvist totalitarian resime which, o8 the latest parliancntary clections
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had showvn wns wndesirved by a najority of the people, It also left unsaid the
fact that the Governnent ha annihilated the country's ceonomy and that the
Civil War ha’ cloine’ a nillicn vietinms, Lastly, it left unsaid the fact
that the present Chilcan Governmont was recognizcl ond supported by
Parliament and by the Sunreme Court of Justice as well ag by three living

ex-Pregictents of Chile and, tncitly by the working classos.

The Chilecan Governnment was, therofors, swimprisel at the cynicism with
vhich the ropresentatives of the totalitarian Govermment of Cuba interfered
in Chile's affairs., It notcl, however, that their actions were in lkeeping with
their usunl nethods and that Cuba, after havins introduce! illegally and
clandestinely thousancs of weapons and agitators into Chile and seen its
nmanocuvres fail thanks to the action of the arne’ forces supported hy the
creat najority of the people, was now trying to obtain in an internstional

forun the success which hal elu’ed it in Chile,

In conclusicn, he sai’ that if the Confurcnce agreed to exanine the
guestion of the lesality of the Chilcan Governnient, his cdeleration would
consider itsclf Justified in requeeting that the question of the legality of

the Govermments of all the Momber States should be exemined,

Mr, OPORTO (Cuba) sedid that, by the critcrion of the illesnl fascist
representetive of the Chilean pcople, the wicdespread high=level condennation
of that regine's nctions could also be construed as interfercnce in Chile's
“onestic affairs, IHe quote? a recent speech.of Ficdel Castro, which stated
that problems affeeting inperialism, revolutionary movenents and thosc

affecting all nankind "were our responsibility",

The fascist rc:sine had cormitte? nany crimes in the nane of {cerocracy,
The Chilean armed forces had abandened their proclairc’ apolitical stand and
gied with the renctionaries; on wnuridgeable abyss of blcol ha? opened between
then and the best of the Chilcan people =~ workers, peasants, fighting youth,
Ho eoxpressed his fixm conficCence that the Chilcan people vwul’ confront

fasgeisn,

Mr, KOTLIAR (USSR) arreel vwith the roprescntative of Cuba in refusing
to recognize the credentinle of tho representative of the Chilean Governmont,
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The PRESIDENT said that the remarks of the representatives of Cuba,

Chile and the Soviet Union would be noted in the swmary rccoxd,

Mr., YANMKOV (Bulgariz) thorouzhly approved the statements of the Cuban
representative,  He remarked that the issue was not that of the interual
affairs of Chile, since the prescent Government of that country had violated
international principles, including those of the law of the sca, of the

United Wations Charter and of the IMCO Convention,

The PRESIDEAIT said that the statencnt of the Bulgarian representative

would likewise be included in the summary record,

Mre RINOUCR (German Democratic Republic) concurrced in the stateoments of

the representatives of Cuba, USSR and Bulgaria,

Mr, PERCOWICZ (Poland), Mr. PHSHKOV (Byclorussian SSR) ond Mr, KOTAI
(tungery) supported the statcuents of the represcntatives of Cuba, USSR, the

German Donocratic Republic and Sulgaria.

Mr. MIIGULA (Tanzania) subnitted the draft Resolution (1P/COHF/15), in
which the delegations of Ghana and Tanzania proposcd that the credentialsz of
the representatives of South Africa and Portugal should be rejected and that
thosc represcntatives should be expelled from the CGonferonce. The argument
that a confcrence om a tochnical subjeet should not concern itsclf vith
political questions secmed to hin to be quite worthless, since considerations
concerning the enviromnent could not be dissociated from the ideological
context in which they were situated: colonialisn, fascism and apartheid were
esscential clenents of the cnvironment and forms of the worst possibvle pollution,
The African countrics could not aceupt the reproach of interference in a
country's Aoncstic affairs which Portugal had wade ageinst them, since they
contested the legality of the rights which a ceolonial wnowoer clainced to
arrogate to itself, As for ccononice development, they denicd its value if it
was not undertaken {or the berefit of the local populations.  The principle
of universality, for which Tanzania had always fou;ht within the United Hations,
could not wnsk the bad faith of those who uscd it to crnsure the acceptance
of fascist authoritics on the pretext that they were in control of a country,
Quoting the precedent of the Conference on Ocean Dumping, he renarked that a
convention could quite well be concluded in a epirit of universality despite

the absonce of certain governnente from the Confercncc,
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Why did the Confcrence not follow the cx~iple of the United Hations
General Asscubly, a majority of whosce menbers had rojected South Africa?
Had not ITU and ICAO, althouzh purcly technical bodics, rcjected tho
credentinls of the reoprescntatives of <that country at their nest recent
meetings?  As for Portuyal, if the prospect of its cxclusion was liable to
shock certain Buropcen countrics, the latter should understand how dangerous
it would be to allow a fascizt regine to entertain aunachronistic imperial
dreang, Desirous that the fricnds of the Africar countiics should stand

up and ve counted, he requested a roll-call vote on the draft Resolution,

Mr. STKYI (Ghana) cxprcssed his indignation at the idea of sitting, at
a conference ainmed at inproving the life of all moulkind without distinetion
of colour, wace or foith, beside roprescntatives of two povernnents which,
flouting the principles of the Uauited Nations by their policy of apartheid,
their racist colonial ncasurcs ond the war wihich one of thon was woging
cainst African peoples, ought to be cimmclled fron the international co.munity,

o
[A%

The technical character of the Conferaice notwithotanding, the delegates

taking part in it reproscntud sovercipn States and could not disregard all
political congiderationss On the brsis that they were purcly technical experts,
they must not register o vote vhich would cnecourage the Governuent of

South Africa to percist in apartheid and the Govermaunt of Portugal to

persist in colonialism and var on the ifrican populations in contenpt of the
United khations Chartcres  Iic asked dclegations to vote on the draft Resolution,

in the interests of the opprosscd peoples throughout the world,

Ir., OPORTO (Cuba) gupported the statouonts nade by the represcntatives
of Bulgaria, Tanzania and Ghano.

Mr, TEIAEIIA DA 1O0TTA (Pertugal) drew attuntion to the fact that the
Confercnce could not vote Liviedintely on o draft Rusolution which hnd only
been cireulated to delegations that morning.

The PRESIDANT noted that the Confercnce could only take o decision on
the draft Resolution after twenty=four hours had clapscd. For the monent, it
could only votc on the report of the Credentials Comnmittee, while resewving

its position on the casca of Portugal and South Africas
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Mr, KOTLIAR (USSR) supported the statcnient of the Bulgarian roprescutetive,
In his view, the Confoercence was free to discuss the veport of the Creduntianls
Committee at two neotings, but should only take onc decision, on the woport
as a whole,

Mr, MLRCLLO RAFFABLLI (Brazil) said he thousht that the procodure
envisaged by the Presidoent was quite in oxder, It was current practice, at
inteimational confercences, to take scveral decigions in succession on the

roport of the Crodentials Comnltico,

Mr, BiCxar (South Africa) said that he considcered the roport of the
Credentials Comaittec to be an inscparcble vhole, on which a single general
decizion only should be token, The Comnittec had entirely apnroved of the

credentials of the representatives of South Africn ond Portugal,

Mr, LalKOV (Bulgoric) said he thousht that the only path opun to the
Conferunee was to toke an limedicte decision concerning the three countrics
vhiich had given risc to counents or to postyoie o decigion on the crodentials

ag a whole until the followins day.  Ho drow the attention of delegations

-l

Bl

to the ghort tine at the disposal of the Confervace and saild that, for his

:
part, he was ready to vote at once,

ire VIZCLEDO MURRAY (Mex'co) gnid Le thougnt that the Corforonee should
votc on the draft Resolution before taliing a decision on the conclusions of
the Credentials Cormittece lle would bo prepared, if ncced be, to vote on the
craft Resolution but he would prefor to hove tins to asl his Governuent for
instructions if the delegativue whieh had submitted the 2raft Resolution
vould o ruc

Pire TRINOIRA DAL HOTTA (Portu;al), in reoly to the commonts of the
Bulgarian repres.ntative, ruiinded the Conferuice that, altiough sonc nenbers
of the Credentiols Coumittce had abstained on certain nottors, the Comaittec
had in no way econtusted the validity of the cweacitials of the represcentatives
of Chile, Porbtugnl and South ifrica.

The PRL3IDENT propozed that the Conferenace shovld poztpone uuntil the
following orning further discussion both on its ducision o the draft

Regolution ang on the coneclusions of the Credemtials Comnmdttec.
It wn3, 50 Adccircie

“n

e neeting roge ot 10055 aslie
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COLSIDERATION OF THI FIRST REPORT OF THE CREDIZMWIALS COMMITTEL
(MP/COLF/13, MP/CONF/15)
Mr. ZOBEL DE AYiLA (Philippines) subnitted the roport of the Credentials
Cormittec, He stated that the Comnittee had exanired the credentials of
the nembers of the delegations to the Conference and had found then to be
in due ana proper form., It had also cxanined the Jdocwients submitted by
obgervers and aprced that they were in due and proper forn., Two nenbers
of the Comnittce had abstained in respect of the croedentials of the €hilean

representatives, and two in respect of the representatives of Portuzal and
South Africa.

Mr, LOPEZ GARCIA (Cuba) contested the validity of the Chilean
Governnent's represcntation. The aim of the Conference was to meke the
poople of the world happicr ond to protect and to prolong their lives., That
being so, it could not ajree to the presence of a povernment which, after
assuning power by necans of a coup d'ctat and assasinating the legally-~clected
President of Chilc, had acted with contempt for hwaan 1lifc and not flinched
from any crine. 411 the countrics represented at the Conference had already
condermned the nassacres connitted by the military junta, but it was their

duty to reaffirm that condemnation by refusing to adnit its ropresentatives,

Mr. BUZET;: (Chile) rcealled that the Zopresentatives of his Govermaent
had first replicd by a note (MP/COWF/12) to thz note from Cuba (MP/CONF/11)
vhich accused the representatives of the Chilcan Govermment of not being
the true representatives of the Chilcan people and had then taken note

of a sccond Cuban note (MP/CONF/14), aftcr which they had, out of
respect for the Conference, for IMCO ~nd for the host country,

deliberately refrained frowm persistin; in a controversy Logun by a country
pursuing purely political aine in a strictly technical Conference.

He much regretted that a fresh intervention by the Cuban representative
should cormpel hin to reply to the argunents put forwarc.

The principle of noneinterference in the affairs of another country
was one of the fundancntal principles of the United Nations Chartcer. HNo

person had she right to critieize the Chilean Government, nor could any

person basing hinsclf on legal argpunents pass a premature judgenent

MP/CONF/SRe 5
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on the legality or representative character of the Chilean Government. None-
thelegs, he wished to correct a number of assertionsg which intentionally
distorted the truth for political ends, Admittedly, the Chilean Govermment had
taken power by force and had removed an elected President from office, but that
left certain facts unsaid, It left unsaid for example, the fact that the
President in question and his Government had chosen to act illegally and
systematically to violate the Constitution. It left unsaid the fact that he
had been proposing very shortly to take over absolute power by force in order
to install in Chile a Marxist totalitarian regime which, as the latest
parliamentary elections had shown was undesired by a majority of the people.
It also left unsaid the fact that the Govermnment had annihilated the country's
econonmy and that the Civil War had claimed a million victins., Lastly, it left
unsaid the fact that the present Chilean Government was recognized and
supported by Parliament and by the Supreme Court of Justice as well as by
thrce living ex-Presidents of Chile and, tacitly by the working classes.

The Chilcan Government was, thercforc, surprised at the cynicism with
which the representatives of the totalitarian Gevermment of Cuba interfered in
Chile's affairs., It notcd, however, that their aztioue were in keeping with
their usual rmethods and that Cuba, after having introdvced illegally and
clandestinely thousands of weapons and agitators into Chile and scen its
manoeuvres fail thaonks to the action pf the armed forces supported by the
great majority of the people, was now trying to obtain in an international

forum the success which had eluded it in Chile,

In conclusion, he gaid that if the Conference agreed to examine the
question of the legality of the Cnilecan Governmont, his delegation would
congider itsclf jugtified in requesting that the question of the legality of
the Governments of all the Member States should be cxamined,

MP/CONF/SR. 5



Mr. LOPEZ GARCIA (Cuda) coimented that if Cuba were accused of interference
in the affairs of Chile, then all the countries which had condemned the action
of the Chilean Governnment werc open to the same accusation, Faccd with the
nassacres cormitted by the fascist junta, the Conferencc could hardly stand

aloof from a question which, concerning as it did all'mankind, was entirely

within its conpetence,

Mr. TIKHONOV (USSR) agrced with the representative of Cuba in refusing to

recognize the credentials of the represcntative of the Chilean Government.

The PRESIDENT said that the remarks of the representatives of Cuba, Chile

and USSR would be noted in the swmary record,

Mr, Y.NKOV (Bulgaria) thoroughly approved the statcements of the Cuban
representative, He rcmarked that the issue was not that of the internal
affairs of Chile, since the prescnt Govermment of that country had violated
international principles, including thosc of the law of the sca, of the United

Nations Chartcr and of the IMCO Convention,

The PRESIDENT said that the statenent of the Bulgarian roprescntative

would likewise be included in the swiary record.

Mr., PERKQOWICZ (Poland) concurrcd in the statenent of the Bulgarian
representative,

Mr, RENTNER (German Democratic Republic), Mr, PESHKOV (Byclorussian SSR)
and Mr, KOTAI (Hungary) supported the statenents of the roprescntatives of
Cuba, UGSR, Poland, the German Democratic Republic and Bulgaria,

Mr. NHIGULA (Tanzania) submittcd the draft Resolution, MP/CONF/15, in
which the dclegations of Ghana and Tanzania proposed that the credentials of
the represcentatives of South Africa and Portusal should be rejected and that
thosc roprescentatives should be expelled from the Conference, The argwaent
that a conference on a technical subjcet should not concern itsclf with
political questions secned to him to be quite worthless, since considerations
concerning the cnvironnent could not be dissociated from the ideological

context in which thoy were situateds colonialisn, fascism and apartheid were

MP/CONF/SR.5



-6 -

essential elements of the environment and forns of the worst possible pollution,
The .Lfrican countries could not accept the reproach of interforence in a
country's domestic affairs which Portugal had made against them, since they
contested the legality of the rights which a colonial power claimed to
arrvogate to itself, As for econonic development, they deniced its value if it
wag not undertaken for the bencfit of the leceal populations., The parinciple of
universality, for which Tanzania had always fought within the United Nations,
could not mask the bad faith of those who used it to cnsurce the acceptance of
fascist authoritics on the pretext that they were in control of a country.
Quoting the precedent of the Conference on Occan Dumping, he remarked that a
convention could quite well be concluded in a spirit of universality despite

the absence of certain governments from the Conference,

Why did the Confercnce not follow the cxample of the United Nations
General assenbly, a majority of whose members had rejected South Africa?
Had not ITU and ICAO, although purcly technical bodies, rojeeted the
credentials of the ropresentatives of that country at their most recont
neetings? As for Portugal, if the prospect of its exclusion wags liable to
shock certain European countrics, the latter should understand how dangerous
it would be to allow a fascist regine to entertain anachronistic imperial
drecans, Desirous that the friends of the African countries should stand wp

and be counted, he requested a roll=call vote on the draft Resolution,

Mr., SEKYI (Ghana) cxpressed his indignation at the idea of sitting, at a
conference ained at inproving the lite of all mankind without distinction of
colour, race or faith, beside representatives of two governments which,
flouting the principles of the United Nations by their policy of apartheid,

their racist colonial measurcs and the war which onc of thon was waging

MP/CONF/SR.5
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ageinst african peoovles, cught to be expelled fron the international community.
The technical character of the Conference notwithstanding, the delegates
taking vart in it represented sovercicn States and could not disregard all
politicael consideraticns, On the basis that they were purely technical experts,

they must not register o vote which would cncourage the Governnent of South

Lfrica to persist in apartheid and the Government of Portusal to peresist in

colonialisn and war on the african populations in contempt of the United
liations Charter. He asked delegations to vote on the draft Resolution, in the

interests of the oppresscd peoples throuchout the weorld,

Mr. LOPEZ GARCIA (Cuba) supportcd the statenents nade by the
rveprescentatives of Bulgaria, Tanzania and Ghana.

Mr, CABIDO DE ATAIDE (Portusal) drew attention to the fact that the
Cenference could not vote immediately on a draft resolution which had only
Leen circulated to delogations that morning,

The PRESIDENT noted that the Confercnce could only take a decision con
the draft Besolution after twenty-four hours had clansed. For the moment, it
could only vote on the rop.urt ~f the Credentials Committee, while reserving
its poesition on the cascs of rortusal and Scuth Africa.

Mr. TIKHONOV (USSR) supported the statement of the Bulgarian representative,
In his vicew, the Conference was free to discuss the report of the Credentials
Comiittee at two neetings, but should only take vne deecision, on the roport
asd a whole,

Mir, MARCELO RAFFALLLI (Brazil) said he thought that the proccedure
envisased by the President was quite in order. It was current practice, at
international confercnces, to take scveral decisions in succcession on the

report of the Crodentials Committec,

MP/CONF/SR, 5
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Mr. BECHER (South Africa) eaid that hic considered the report of the
Credentials Committec to be an inseparable whole, on which a single goneral
Geelgicn enly should be taken, Lie Cormittee had ontirely approved of the
credentials of the representatives oi South Africa and Portugal,

Mr., YANKOV (Bulgaria) said he thought that the only path open to the
Conference was to take an immediate decision concerning the thiee countries
which had given rise to comments or to postpone a decision on the crodentials
as a whole until the following day. He drew the attontion of delegations
to the short time at the disposal of the Confercnce and said that, for his
rart, he was ready to vete at once,

Mr. VIZCAINO MURRAY (Mexico) said he thought that the Conference should
vote on the draft Resolution before taking a decision on the conclusions of
the Crecentinls Connittee. He would bz preparcd, if need be, to vote on the
draft Resolution but he wovld nrefer to have time to ask his Governnent for
instructions if the dclegations which had submitted the draft Resolution would
agrec,

Mir, CABIDO DE ATALDE (Portugnl), in reply to the corments of the
Bulgarion representative, reminded the Conference that, although some nenmbers
of the Credentinls Committce had abstained on certain matters, the Committec
had in no woy contested the validity of the credentials of the representatives
of Chile, Portugal and South Africa,

The PRESIDINT proposcd that the Conference should postponc until the
following norning forther discussion both on its decision on the draft

Resolution and on the conclusions of the Credentials Committee.

It woo g9 decided,

dhe meeting rose at 10,09 gem.



